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COOP IRATIVE EXTENSION YORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS AND sch 
MOCHA IGsL COLLEGE OF TMAaS AUD UNITS) STATS DEPLRDENT OF JGRICUL 
OO OPER. TING 

Glarence Ousley, Director. DIF 5.05: 

From time immemorial poudtry has been eudaring the attacks of several kinds ot 
lica allof which fead by biting and never by sucking. It is very rare that add : 
species of lice know: to occur upon any one group of fowls, as for instance chickens , 
are all present eat the saae time. we have, in guerica, at least seven kinds of 
chicken lice, two species on turkeys, three on guinea fowls, and sevc on pigeons, 
fivc differont forms of the goose, throe on the domestic duck, and four specics on 
the peafowl. These lice are all native to thir hosts, however undor domestic cn~ 
viromnsent of roosting to go ther tho body jouse of the hon may be found upon turkeys, 
avd possibly the suinea fowl. @ he head louse of tho chicken has bom teken from the 
duck, The body louse of the Gomestic hen ig very common amioccurs in injurious 
numbers upon turkeys, 

The three most important lice, economically speaking occuring upon the chicken 
aro, the head lease, shaft louse and the body iowse. the head louse is confined al 
mgst entirely to the top of thé head, remaining woon the shaft of the feather, head 
down, the jaws almost touching the skin, Tiis position has given rise to the belief 
that the head louse feeds upon the flesn, whereas in reality it feeds upon the 
feathers, cutting off little particles with its sharp jaws. The eses, of this ‘lo 
are cylindrical and pearly white in color and are to be found singly near the ba 
of the feathers on the head, close to the shatt, 

If the mother hen ig depended upon to hatch the eggs or the inmbator chicks 
ere given a.hen, the head lice will instinctively migrate to the imnocent chicks 
deposit Jarse numbers of eggs along the toroat end if in large numbers, consider« 
able wiil be the mortality, 

The body louse is quite different from other poultry lice, in that it lives ex 
firely upon the surface of the skin and is to te found in ereatest numbers telow tie 
vent whether on chickens or on turkeys, wnen badly infested, these body lice are to 
be found crawling everywhere on the skin, over the back, sides, breast, ond neck 
but in very smajl numbers on the bare skin beneath the wings, The irritation pro- 
duced from this louse is something terrible, Large reddish areas will occur and 
oftimes the blood may appear, due entirely to this pest. This louse feeds entirely 
off the-fegathorasomed-cast-off cotbionle vf the siting ee et GS sommes 

The eggs of this louse are fringed at one end and are laid in masses at the 
basé of the feathers, usually below the vent or the throat, Presh eggs are deposit» 

- ed upon these masses from time to time until molting. sometimes these egg masses 
will be about 3/16 inch wide by + to 3/8 inch long, 

The other louse (shaft louse) is found unon the shaft of the feathers, (hence 
the name), most commonly on the thigh, then the feathers are separated the lice 
quickly run down the shaft, into the skin and up on to some other feathers 

When chickens are badly infested with lice, they will have a droopy appearances, 
wings will tend to hang down, the bones or skeleton will becomes more prominent, and 
tie bright clear vigorous energetic look will be lost, Death, due antirely te louse 
gitack, is not kirow, If at laying time, the egg production will also be reduced 

Feed those chickens md not the lice. 

Treatment. USE SODIUM“FIUORIDE. 

Por years, ail sorts of greases, powders, dust baths, ointments, patent remedies 
gd strychmine alkaloid in nux-yomica to be taken internally, etc,, have been used 
jat none of them have ever given perfectly satisfactory results. The U, §, Purean of 
ttomology, after a dong series of experiments wpon poultry, have shown conclusively 
tist SOdiumPluoride when properly applied will destroy all poultry lice, and young 
4108, god thet the powder remains active upon the fowl for a sufficient time to kill 
ail lice that hatch or in other words will give 100% efficiency. 

HOY TO USE SODIUM~FLUORIIE, 
leDust method, Secure a. bread pan, tub, or any vessel large enough for the 
fwl thst is to be treated. 2&2, Hold the fowl in the vessel, holding the base of tte 
mog with one hand, and with the other hand secure a pinch of the powder between 
wyob and finger and place one pinch at base of feathers.on head and neck. two pink- 
at base of feathers on back, one pinch on throat, one below vent ang one on each 
ik, One on each wing and tail, one on breast and one on head of baby chicks one~ 
nif on top of head end another half pinch along throat, Total number of pinches ll 
jigay poultrymen prefer to dip their f owls instead cf using the powder, Rxuperi-~ 
mtg have shown conclusively that there is no danger whatever from dipping, provié 
ai the day is werm, 4 sumshiny dey is preferaole. Dissolve ~ to one ounce of the 
niuoride in one gallon of water, Nine level teaspoonful, or three level table- 
ful. of the powder equals one cumce approximately. Secure a vessel deep enough 
ees es 4 2d, hold the fowl by the wi AL 
ra completely immerse the fowl he ing treated, ol wi by the wings with one 
a the legs with the other, place entirely under the dip except the head, then 
a 3 the legs and ruffle the feathers enough so that the dip will reach the siin, 
“ se Oe sok 1a taly dad the head once or nee [t is not necessary to soak the fowl, 4 
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Six gallons of dip will treat about 100 chickens, will not injure fowls, and 
dees not discolor nor me the feathers, One powd of the commercial sodium 
Fluoride powder 90% to 97% purity will be enowch for about J00 chickens. 4 few 


drug stores do not. carry padi Tacirdes because it is new and there has beon very 
arugeist will he glad to 


little demand for it. Gall for it, demand it, ama your 3S 

put in a supply. It will be better to purchase the powder in pound packages which 
Can then be purchased at} (amore reasonable figure. The price should not exceed 
45 to 60¢ a pound at nos te If your devecist will not carry it in stock write your 
Mail order house or the $tate Poultryman. 


CAUTION. 

po not allow your néightors! chickens to associate with yours and the con 
trary, for if you do your flock is alinust sure to become réinfected. g4.botter way, 
treat your neighborss chickens. 


j 

Fo» Wa Kaureior, Roultry Husbandnan 

} Extensi0g Soiv.ce, A and M College of Texms, 
' By: 


1 eegy: Babe i special Piedd «gent 
Ue. Ss Tepactment of ggr ioultare 
Insects jffeotiag gnimais, Cooperating 
‘wit the ssricultural Hytension service, 


& 200 MW Coitlege ot texas. 
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